News and Notes

A data library for machine learning research
The empirical evaluation of learning systems emerged as a central theme at the recent 1987 Machine Learning Workshop in Irvine, California. In particular, a number of papers reported tests on the same data sets as had been used by earlier researchers. The potential for careful, comparative studies led to considerable excitement about creating a public library of learning data, which would be available to all members of the machine learning community. Many researchers offered to make their data available, and Spencer Star at Carnegie-Mellon volunteered to collect the data sets and distribute them to interested parties. The library will maintain three sorts of information:
• a data catalogue, which will provide a summary of each data set, along with a more detailed description; • on-line flies containing the smaller data sets, which can be accessed over the ArpaNet; • tapes containing the larger data sets, which can be lent for a limited time for copying purposes. If you would like to find out more about the data library, please contact:
Spencer Star Department of Computer Science Carnegie-Mellon University Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3890, U.S.A. ArpaNet: star@b.gp.cs.cmu.edu If you would like to be placed on the mailing list to receive the data catalogue, send a note with your name, address, and affiliation. The catalogue will contain instructions about acquiring actual data sets, along with the information you should provide if you have data to contribute.
Fifth International Conference on Machine Learning
The Fifth International Conference on Machine Learning will be held at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, during June 12-15, 1988 
AAAI-88
The Seventh National Conference on Artificial Intelligence will be held August 22-26, 1988, in St. Paul, Minnesota. Authors should submit six copies of their papers to: AAAI-88 American Association for Artificial Intelligence 445 Burgess Drive Menlo Park, California 94025 Each paper should include a separate title page, containing the title, the names and addresses of all authors, a short abstract, the paper's topic (e.g., machine learning), and its length. The latter must not exceed 4000 words, including allowances for figures and tables. If the paper is being submitted to another meeting, this fact must be clearly indicated on the title page. The deadline for submissions is Tuesday, March 8, 1988. 
Book reviews
Some future issues of Machine Learning will include a book review section. If you have recently published a book in the area of machine learning and would like to have it reviewed, please send a copy to the review editor: Paul S. Rosenbloom USC Information Sciences Institute 4676 Admiralty Way Marina del Rey, California 90292 Most publishers are willing to forward sample copies for review purposes. Unsolicited book reviews are also welcome, though we cannot guarantee to publish them.
